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Start the year right with good record-keeping practices

Sources: Steve Isaacs, extension agricultural economist

Record-keeping is not everyone’s favorite activity, but with a little time, patience, and a commitment to get it done, your financial
life will be more peaceful.

Record-keeping tasks don’t have to be difficult. Think of it as a way to keep track of your operation that will help you make better
long-term decisions. You can use a ledger book or a computer—whatever helps you maintain consistency. Software programs can
help you make sense of your data.

Software has become more user-friendly over time, and while it may not make the record-keeping process fun, it could help you
see the overall picture of your operation. Some programs track purchases and how you use each item on a particular enterprise or
field. You’ll be able to keep track of repair and maintenance records for specific farm equipment and produce balance sheets,
income statements and cash flow budgets.

For many livestock operations, a good time to start keeping records is when your veterinarian comes to check your animals. Vets
usually charge per head, so that data can help you develop a list of animals that need attention. You can use the same data to
develop health histories of your animals, which will lead to more informed exams and diagnoses in the future.

Make record-keeping a team effort for your family. Sit down and wark on the records and budget together. Perhaps one person
can read the information while another person types it into the software program or writes it in the ledger book. You won’t become
overwhelmed if you do a little bit each day and don’t save it all up for the end of the year. Year-end procedures also can feel more
satisfying if you've done the work throughout the year. You can generate year-end reports with a few simple clicks and not have to
sort through stacks of bills lying around the home or office.

The University of Kentucky College of Agriculture, Food and Environment’s Department of Agricultural Economics has several
tools online that could help with budgeting and decision-making. Visit https://agecon.ca.uky.edu/budgets to see what is available.
For more information about record-keeping and a variety of other farm management topics, contact the Breathitt County
Cooperative Extension Service at (606)666-8812.

Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of economic or social status and
will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, sexual orientation,
gender identity, gender expression, pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status, or physical or mental
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MUST SIGN UP ON MONDAY FEBRUARY 6TH BY CALLING
666-8812 OR 666-8813
PICK-UP WILL BE AT THE UK ROBINSON CENTER
ON TUESDAY FEBRUARY 7TH

USDA:
The 90-120-Day Rule -
You may not apply raw, uncomposted B f t f C to
livestock manure to food crops unless it e n e I s o o m p Os [
is: . ’

1. Incorporated into the soil a minimum of ~€asier to work and create a better medium for plant
120 days prior to harvest when the edible growth

portion of the crop has soil contact; OR *
3. Ineorperated irto the soil 2 mirlmiim of helps control weeds, conserve water, and protect

90 days prior to harvest of all other food soil from erosion
Crops.
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Extension Service

FOOD BOX
DISTRIBUTION

FEBRUARY 15, 2023

PICK UP DAY

MUST SIGN UP ON MONDAY FEBRUARY 13TH BY CALLING
666-8812 OR 666-8813

PICK-UP WILL BE AT THE UK ROBINSON WO0OD CENTER
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~ This program is sponsored by the Breathitt County

= Fwonsion Office and God's Pantry.

Family and Ce Sciences

4-H Youth Development
- Community and Economic Development
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Join us as we read & discuss...

Rocket Boy's

By: Homer Hickam

Call 606 666 8812
to register for a copy of the book.

Registration deadline
February 2nd

T
February 10th @ 5 pm
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